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BG  BLUEGRASS
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Welcome to the Rochester Sweeps Festival – the largest May Day celebration of 
folk music and dance in the UK.

Get ready to enjoy unforgettable music and dance acts including Folk Dance 
Remixed, The Singing Loins, Banter, Balamuc, Message From the Ravens and Jacob 
Bride’s ‘Mercurial’.

In need of some refreshments? Head to Boley Hill or Rochester Castle grounds 
for street food and drinks stalls as well as funfair rides, children’s activities and a 
lifestyle fair. Don’t forget to head over to the Eastgate Quarter to enjoy more music  
and maybe even have your fortune read in Psychic Alley.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Gordon Newton, the founder of this 
festival who revived it in 1981 and is still heavily involved today as the Dance Director, 
as well as our Music Director, Doug Hudson.

Saturday, 4 May
10.45am Guildhall Museum Forecourt: the Mayor of Medway will officially open the festival, which will 

be followed by a dance showcase.

11am

Castle Gardens Stage wr Guitch & Rosie

Boley Hill Stage cf The Caramellos

City Wall Wine Bar Stage if Richie Triangle

Eastgate Quarter Stage IF Andy Smythe Band

11.15am Cathedral Nave TD Romney Morris

11.30am
City Wall Wine Bar Stage s Forever Blue

Boley Hill Stage cf Paul Corcoran

12noon

Castle Gardens Stage td The Fabulous Fezheads

Boley Hill Stage of Mortlake

Eastgate Quarter Stage TD Morena

12.15pm
City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf Koppelli

Cathedral Crypt (Ithamar Chapel) cf Mokum

12.30pm

Gordon House Hotel Marquee cb Shanakee

Eagle Tavern wr The Beard Conspiracy

Coopers Arms wr Ian Petrie & Sue Hudson

FRIDAY, 3 May
Gordon House Hotel Marquee Pre-festival event with The Singing Loins plus Theatre Royal, 7.30pm

Rising Sun HogEye Men, 6.30pm & Sur Les Docks, 7.30pm*

Queen Charlotte Devils Prefects, 8.30pm*

Three Sheets Pretending People Theatre Company*

*Events marked with an asterisk are in addition to official Sweeps Festival programming.
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The Granville wr Henty & English

Three Sheets to the Wind IF Theatre Royal

Eastgate Quarter Stage tf Pearly Kings and Queens

12.45pm Boley Hill Stage OF Rachel Lowrie

1pm

Cathedral Nave of Jacob Bride’s ‘Mercurial’

Eastgate Quarter Stage BG The Allen Family Band

Ye Arrow FR Kindred

Nag’s Head s Rosie Eade & Friends*

1.30pm Castle Gardens Stage cf Mokum

1.45pm Boley Hill Stage p Raven Drummers

1.30pm Rising Sun OF My Mate Dave*

Bodega 51 s Andy Smythe Band

Oliver's Bar & Restaurant if Richie Triangle

City Wall Wine Bar Stage OF CJ & Dave Reay

Queen Charlotte s David James Rumsey*

Three Sheets OF Staggered Ray*

2.10pm Boley Stage OF Duo Koppelli

2.15pm

Castle Gardens Stage bg The Lowly Strung

Boley Stage cf Koppelli

Cathedral Crypt (Ithamar Chapel) if The Ashen Keys

2.30pm

Eastgate Quarter Stage C Banter

Rising Sun OF Tabitha Wild*        

City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf Paul Corcoran

Three Sheets to the Wind p Raven Drummers

Gordon House Hotel Marquee td McManigan Sullivan Academy of Irish Dance

3.15pm
Castle Gardens Stage fc Pretending People

Boley Stage cf The Caramellos

3.30pm

Eastgate Quarter Stage tf Pearly Kings and Queens

Rising Sun TD Loose Women*

The Granville Isobel Kimberley

3.45pm City Wall Wine Bar Stage of Mortlake

4pm

Eastgate Quarter Stage wr The Washed Up Jug Band

Bodega 51 FR Kindred

Eagle Tavern fc Thee Scarecrows

Ye Arrow if Horse Thieves

Rising Sun if Luna Barge*

4.30pm

Castle Gardens Stage IF Message From The Ravens

City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf The Caramellos

Boley Stage s Forever Blue

5pm

Oliver’s Bar & Restaurant wr Henty & English

Rising Sun TD Wolf’s Head & Vixen*

Gordon House Hotel Marquee p Raven Drummers

Queen Charlotte cb Siren*

5.30pm Rising Sun fc Devils Prefects*

6pm The Granville s Rosie Eade Band feat Guitch

6.30pm Rising Sun wr Sur Les Docks*

8pm

Gordon House Hotel Marquee BG The Lowly Strung

Gordon House Hotel Marquee wr The Beard Conspiracy

Queen Charlotte OF Fate The Juggler*

8.30pm

Coopers Arms wr Tangled Elbow

Rising Sun TF Open Singaround*

Three Sheets to the Wind wr Gypskazz

Two Brewers tf Ian Petrie Band

Sunday, 5 May
10.20am Guildhall TD Gurukul Arts and Dance Academy

Guildhall TD McManigan Sullivan Academy of Irish Dance

Eastgate Quarter Stage td Tribal Banshees

Castle Gardens Stage wr The Old Country Crows

Boley Hill Stage wr Esperantza

City Wall Wine Bar Stage IF Guitch & Rosie

11.20am Guildhall td Gurkha Nepalese Community Medway

11.25am Eastgate Quarter Stage IF Aeryn

11.30am City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf CJ & Dave Reay

11.40am Guildhall TD Turaka

11.45am Boley Hill Stage cb Siren

12noon

Guildhall TD McManigan Sullivan Academy of Irish Dance

Castle Gardens Stage wr The Hot Rats

City Wall Wine Bar Stage if Milton Hide

Eastgate Quarter Stage td Faltrukeiras



12.20pm Guildhall td Gurkha Nepalese Community Medway

12.30pm

Gordon House Hotel Marquee IF The Medway Rakes

Three Sheets to the Wind if Horse Thieves

Eagle Tavern wr Henty & English

Coopers Arms cb Bellibone Rig

The Granville FR Kindred*

Boley Hill Stage td Tribal Banshees

12.45pm CIty Wall Wine Bar stage s Chris Morrison

1pm

Cathedral Nave C Organ Recital

Castle Gardens Stage td The Fabulous Fezheads

Eastgate Quarter Stage WR Balamuc

Boley Hill Stage c Folk Dance Remixed

Ye Arrow wr The Old Country Crows

Chertsey’s Gate p Drumskullz

1.15pm City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf Pytchwood

1.30pm Rising Sun S Sean Caney*

1.40pm Guildhall TD Gurukul Arts and Dance Academy

1.45pm Boley Hill Stage td Sovicka

2pm

Castle Gardens Stage td Faltrukeiras

Eastgate Quarter Stage TD Balaton

Oliver's Bar & Restaurant CB Fire & Ice

City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf Stompin’ Dave

Bodega 51 s Rosie Eade Band feat Guitch

Queen Charlotte OF My Mate Dave*

Nag’s Head s David James Rumsey Band*

2.15pm Boley Hill Stage OF Milton Hide

2.20pm Guildhall td Turaka

2.30pm
City Wall Wine Bar Stage OF Rachel Lowrie

Rising Sun S Menno Willemse*

2.45pm Eastgate Quarter Stage IF Aeryn

3pm

City Wall Wine Bar Stage wr Esperantza

Boley Hill Stage c Folk Dance Remixed 

Gordon House Hotel Marquee: p Drumskullz

Three Sheets to the Wind tf The Hartley Singers

3pm

Gordon House Hotel Marquee td Tribal Banshees

The Granville wr The Oakland Brothers

Rising Sun wr Gypskazz*

3.25pm Eastgate Quarter Stage td Sovicka

3.40pm Guildhall TD Gurkha Nepalese Community Medway

3.45pm

Castle Gardens Stage wr Balamuc

City Wall Wine Bar Stage wr Ian Petrie & Sue Hudson

Eastgate Stage p Drumskullz

4pm

Boley Hill Stage c Folk Dance Remixed Ceilidh Jam

Eagle Tavern tf Triality

Bodega 51 wr Henty & English

Ye Arrow cf Mokum

Eastgate Stage td McManigan Sullivan Academy of Irish Dance

4.30pm

City Wall Wine Bar Stage td Faltrukeiras

Rising Sun s David James Rumsey*

Eastgate Quarter Stage wr LeRue

5pm
Oliver’s Bar & Restaurant fc Stompin’ Dave

Queen Charlotte if Luna Barge*

5.20pm Guildhall TD Karolinka Dance Academy

5.30pm Rising Sun TD The Witchmen*

6pm

The Granville cb Bellibone Rig

Rising Sun wr The Beard Conspiracy*

The Cheese Room Botanicals s Rosie Eade Band*

6.15pm Gordon House Hotel Marquee TD Faltrukeiras

8pm Gordon House Hotel Marquee
wr Balamuc

if The Dredgeremen

8.30pm

Coopers Arms wr The Oakland Brothers

Rising Sun TF Open Singaround*

Three Sheets to the Wind cb Shanakee

Two Brewers tf Triality

Monday, 6 May

11am
Castle Gardens Stage fr Ravens Wedding

Eastgate Quarter Stage fc Pretending People
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eastgate quareastgate quareastgate quarteteterrr   

 Baby changing and feeding

  Toilets - all have disabled and baby change facilities

  Cash point   First Aid point         

 Morris dancing  Stage             

   Parking  Coach drop-off     

1 Ye Arrow
2 Gordon House Hotel
3 Two Brewers
4 City Wall Wine Bar
5 Eagle Tavern
6 Oliver’s
7 Three sheets to the wind

8 Rising sun
9 nags head
10 the granville
11  Coopers ARMS
12 bodega. 51
13 queen charlotte

STREET FOOD
& DRINK

LIFESTYLE,  
FOOD & DRINK
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THE MOAT



11am

Boley Hill Stage if Lemon & Paice

City Wall Wine Bar Stage s Clea Llewellyn

Cathedral Crypt (Ithamar Chapel) cf Mokum

11.30am City Wall Wine Bar Stage if Krow Tao

11.45am Boley Hill Stage cf Mojo Rising

12noon Cathedral Nave C Organ Recital

12noon Three Sheets to the Wind TF Four Gone Confusion

12noon Eastgate Quarter Stage IF Thomas Abrahams

12.15pm
Castle Gardens Stage cb Shanakee

City Wall Wine Bar Stage if Lemon & Paice

12.30pm

Gordon House Hotel Marquee wr The Hot Rats

The Granville cf Mokum

Boley Hill Stage td McManigan Sullivan Academy of Irish Dance

1pm Eastgate Quarter Stage fr Ravens Wedding

1.15pm Boley Hill Stage tf Hog Eye Men

1.30pm

Castle Gardens Stage wr The Beard Conspiracy

City Wall Wine Bar Stage s Henry Sparks

Cathedral Crypt (Ithamar Chapel) of Two Rivers with Shake Me Up Sally

2pm
Boley Hill Stage s Clea Llewellyn

City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf Pytchwood

2.15pm Three Sheets to the Wind tf HogEye Men

2.30pm
Boley Hill Stage s Henry Sparks

Castle Gardens Stage wr Gypskazz

2.45pm Almon Place Sweeps Procession with Jack in the Green

3pm

Eastgate Quarter Stage fc Stompin’ Dave

City Wall Wine Bar Stage tf Four Gone Confusion

Boley Hill Stage s Bob Kenward

Rising Sun OF Andy White*

3.30pm Boley Hill Stage if Krow Tao

3.45pm City Wall Wine Bar Stage cf Mojo Rising

4pm

Castle Gardens Stage if The Singing Loins

Eastgate Quarter Stage tf Hog Eye Men

Rising Sun WR Henty & English*

4.30pm
City Wall Wine Bar cf CJ & Dave Reay

Boley Hill Stage s Bob Kenward

5pm Rising Sun fc Pretending People Theatre Company*

6pm Rising Sun OF Calgary*

7pm Rising Sun if The Singing Loins*

Alton Hampshire

Baldock Midnight Herts

Bishop Gundulf's Novices Kent

Dark Horse Essex

Hemlock Bedford

Huginn & Muninn London

Ironspring Kent

Korkers & Sratchin's Kent

Pretty Grim Suffolk

Royal LIberty Essex

Screeming Banshees Gothic Kent

Spirimawgus West Sussex

Steampunk Kent

Wild Hunt Croydon

Dead Horse & Broomdashers Kent

Wolfs Head & Vixen Kent

Motley Kent

Loose Women Kent

Offcumduns Kent

Wild Women Kent

Brixton Tatterjacks London

East Kent Mixed Morris Kent

Fishbourne Mill Sussex

Invicta Kent

Phoenix Hertfordshire

West Hill Kent

Westrefelda Suffolk

Greenwich London

Dacre London

Leading Lights & Rising Larks Essex

Madder Mill Surrey

Bows 'n' Belles Essex

Hertfordshire Holly &  
Fiddlers Brook

Hertfordshire

Marlings Kent

Bishop Gundulf's  Kent

Old Palace Clog London

Penny Royal Clog Leicestershire

St Clements Clog Kent

Balaton Hungarian  
Folk Dance Club

London

Karolinka London

Morena Slovak Dance Company London

Sovicka Slovak Folk Dance London

Tribal Banshees

Kerala Culture Association Kent

Fabulous Fezheads Kent

Meon Valley Rock 'n' Roll Morris Hampshire

Widdershin Witches Kent

morris sides

Phoenix Morris

Madder Mill Molly

Cockleshell Clog

 Leading lights morris

Greenwich MorrisSeven Champions



Biographies

BANTER
One of the best live bands around, Banter are 
in constant demand at festivals in the UK and 
abroad. Great musicianship delivered with 
panache and style. THE SINGING LOINS 

The sad demise of Chris Broderick has 
highlighted the enormous affection and 
respect created by Medway’s own Singing 
Loins. Since 2022, the remaining members plus 
friends have repeatedly sold out shows with a 
new approach to their music.

STOMPIN’ DAVE 
Stompin’ Dave – a unique entertainer, Dave 
performs blues, bluegrass, folk and more on 
voice, guitar, banjo, fiddle, piano, harmonica, 
and tap dancing.

FaltrUKeiras
The philosophy of our large group of musicians 
is as follows: dance as a goal to free our souls 
from worldliness and travel across time and 
space ties our roots. Here you will find  
news related to folklore and Galician culture  
in London.

MESSAGE FROM THE RAVENS
Ancient sea shanties to southern gothic ballads, 
haunting indie folk to full power 90s feminist sass.

LERUE
LeRue has now reformed after 25 years! They are 
back and ready to serve up some red hot cajun 
styled DANCE music for the public once again.

THE BEARD CONSPIRACY
The Beard Conspiracy are a three-piece 
ensemble based in the south east of England. 
Comprised of accordion, guitar, tuba and vocals, 
they play a dazzling array of fast paced tango, 
classical and klezmer with an eclectic blend of 
contemporary classics as you’ve never heard 
them before. They have been astounding 
audiences with their musical virtuosity and 
impeccable manners for the past two years 
and are the only band performing music from 
Shostakovitch to Britney Spears on the same  
set! A great evening guaranteed.

HEADLINE ACT

HEADLINE ACT
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BALAMUC
Balamuc are a unique collective of experienced 
musicians, with seven members from countries 
in Europe, the Middle East and the Pacific. 
Their music originates from Eastern Europe but 
stretches way beyond the usual confines of  
their genre



HAVE-a-GOWORKSHOPS
& performances

FOLK DANCE REMIXED
Brilliant interactive show fusing hip hop,  
Morris and ceilidh. 

The Hot Rats
Featuring ‘Wicker Man’ fiddler Ian Cutler, the 
band play a mixture of World roots music 
and original compositions on violin, guitar, 
bass and vocals.

TWO RIVERS WITH SHAKE 
ME UP SALLY 
The story of two rivers – the Thames and 
the Medway – in song and spoken word, 
performed in the Ithamar Chapel of Rochester 
Cathedral.

JACOB BRIDE’S 
‘MERCURIAL’
British, Nordic, and Eastern European folk music 
featuring vocalists Jacob Bride, Arianna Ransley, 
Aline Stewart, a nine-piece professional band, 
and singers from ‘The Coast Consort’ and ‘The 
Bradstow Singers’ performing in Rochester 
Cathedral nave.

HEADLINE ACT

WORKSHOPS Sunday 5 May
10-10.45am McManigan Sullivan Academy of Irish Dance The Moat

11-11.45am Gurukul Arts and Dance Academy The Moat

12-12.45pm Turaka The Moat

2-2.45pm Gurkha Nepalese Community Medway The Moat

2.50-3.05pm Karolinka – Dance Along The Moat

ALL DAY Sunday 5 May
Nucleus Arts Flora Project Art Installation Catalpa Tree

Nucleus Arts Flora Workshop (Make paper flowers) The Moat

Nucleus Arts Medway Maypole Art Installation Blue Boar 

Nicole Mollett & Jane Pitt Ceramic Tile Art Installation & Sound Installation Eastgate Gardens

Nicole Mollett Drawing Workshop The Moat

Mess Room Foil Embossing Workshop The Moat

Electric Medway Digital Gazebo Workshop The Moat

Emily Cave Illustrations Fairy Door Trail – Interactive Art Installation Eastgate Gardens to Star Hill

Saturday

11am – Children’s  
performance workshop  
(A brief history of sweeps festival)

12noon – Street Music

1.15pm – Children’s  
performance workshop  
(A brief history of sweeps festival)

2.15pm – Street Music

3.15pm – Music at Castle 
Gardens 

Sunday

11–11.30am – Children’s 
performance workshop  
(A brief history of sweeps festival)

12–12.45pm – Street Music

1.45 – 2.15pm - Children’s 
performance workshop 
(A brief history of sweeps festival)

2.30– 3pm - Street Music

Monday

11am – Music on  
Eastgate stage 

12.30pm – Children’s 
performance workshop (A brief 
history of sweeps festival)

2pm – Children’s performance 
workshop (A brief history of 
sweeps festival)

3pm – Children’s performance 
workshop (A brief history of 
sweeps festival)

Pretending People - workshops and performances

Biographies



The Rochester Sweeps 
Festival is a celebration 
deeply rooted in history, 
dating back 300 years, 
when chimney sweeping 
was both a grimy necessity 
and a tough trade, 
especially for the chimney 
boys who bore the brunt 
of the labour. 1 May, the 
Sweeps’ yearly holiday, 
provided a much-needed 
respite, marked by a 
joyous procession winding 
through the streets.

Yet, with the enactment of the Climbing Boys Act in 1875, which 
prohibited the employment of young boys in chimney cleaning, the 
tradition gradually withered away, and by the early 1900s, the festive 
spirit of Sweeps in Rochester had fizzled out.

Enter Gordon Newton, the historian with a knack for both research 
and melodeon-playing. In the vibrant 1980s, he breathed new life 
into the Sweeps Festival, spearheading a small parade featuring 
Morris dancers from his own Motley Morris crew.

Since then, the festival has blossomed into a must-attend event, 
attracting legions of locals and tourists alike. From spirited dance 
troupes to eclectic musical acts, the festivities offer something for 
everyone, with tunes ranging from folk melodies to rocking guitar 
riffs and traditional songs.

Join Pretending People theatre company for this interactive 
show where children get involved. Discover the history 
behind the varied traditions and people that created 
Sweeps festival. From Pagan times and 16th century Morris 
dancing to Victorian chimney sweeps and a man called 
Gordon. It’s all explained in a fun and immersive way by 
four actor musicians and some help from the audience.

Various times, please see HAVE-A-GO WORKSHOPs AND PERFORMANCES


